
 

  Heritage Roses in Australia 

Perth Region 

Newsletter No. 6 

July 2025 

 
Isn’t it lovely to finally feel the cool season of winter. The rain has been such a welcome 
sight, soaking into the soil and giving our gardens a well earned drink. I’ve been enjoying 
the view from inside, watching raindrops collect on roses and then diving out into the garden 
again when the sun peeks out. It’s also that time for rugging up in our favourite coats and 
relaxing with a well earned warm drink of our own. Even in winter some of our heritage 
roses still bloom while others rest waiting to reappear in spring after a fresh prune - there 
is always something to enjoy in the garden. 

 

UPCOMMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday 20th July at 11.00am - ‘A PANEL OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 
OLD ROSES’ at FALLS FARM, Cagney Way, Lesmurdie 

This is a day when you can ask 
any question you have in relation 
to old roses, how to grow, how to 
prune and anything that you 
would like to know more about.  
   
Come prepared with your 
questions as there will be three 
passionate and knowledgeable 
ladies - Lynne Chapman,  
Jacqui Davies and Jan Eastman to 
answer your questions.    
 
ALSO after the meeting there will 
be a number of rare old roses to 
purchase at $20 each, funds will 
go to our Perth Region group - so 
if you need another old rose 
please come prepared to buy and 
take one home with you.  

Please arrive at 11am for registration ready for meeting announcements and then the 
panel discussion to begin 11.15am.  Lunch will follow. 

 



Late July/ early August on a WEDNESDAY - PRUNING TIME AND SOUP DAY 
 
A day members really enjoy, getting together out in the garden to prune the beautiful old 
heritage roses at Falls Farm – then to finish the morning with everyone staying on to lunch 
together enjoying yummy soups, breads and a cake or two! 

You definitely do NOT need to be an expert in pruning heritage roses however if you are not 
accustomed to pruning old roses just watch an experienced person for a while, ask questions 
and then when you give it a go – and enquire how you are doing. 

It’s a bit early at the moment to name a date, so will let you know later in the month and 
hope that you are able to join us in a fun and rewarding day. 

 

SPRING FAIRS 

Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st SEPTEMBER - GARDEN CLUBS & SOCIETIES FAIR 

It does sound a long way off especially when we are in the depths of cold and wet winter, 
but before we know – the Fair is here!  

In the past we have had quite a lot of success in selling plants at these fairs and always run 
out of our stock very early on. It would be great to have a few more contributions and now 
is the time to begin propagating. How about giving it a go – companion plants for roses, 
there are so many to choose from and you will find when you go for a walk, many in your 
garden. Start propagating now!! It is one chore that can’t be left for the last minute as time 
is needed for the roots to grow. 

 
Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th OCTOBER - WA ROSES SOCIETY FAIR  

There will be more details of this Fair closer to the date. 
 
Also needed for our Fairs are little silica bags you find in vitamin and other medical bottles. 
We put these in our bags of plant seeds that we sell at Fairs to keep the seeds dry and fresh. 
There will be a box on the table at the entrance at our meetings where you can deposit your 
little silica bags.  

 

Reminders: please start propagating companion plants now for sales at fairs, collecting 
seeds and the little silica bags. Many thanks.  



A REVIEW OF JUNE 
 
Sunday 15th June - NOISETTE AND HYBRID MUSK ROSES  
presentation by Jan Eastman and Melisa Hillman 

Our recent meeting was a delight for all who attended, thanks to a passionate and visually 
rich presentation.  Their talk was filled with stunning images that captured the delicate 
beauty and romantic charm of these varieties, along with fascinating historical insights and 
a few fun facts that had everyone smiling. 

We were pleased to welcome not only our loyal members but also five enthusiastic non-
members, some of whom discovered the event through Facebook.  It’s always wonderful 
to see new faces joining us in our shared love for heritage roses. 

A special highlight of the day was Melisa’s beautifully grown rose ‘Autumnalis’, cultivated 
from a cutting taken at last year’s cutting day event.  Presented in a classic terracotta pot, 
this lovely rose bush was raffled off at the end of the meeting.  The lucky winner – one of 
our visiting guests – was absolutely thrilled to take home such a special prize.  The rose is 
now ready to be enjoyed in its new home. 

After the talk, the sun made a welcome appearance, and we all gathered in the garden for 
a bite to eat and to chat, laugh, and admire the flourishing surroundings.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 30th June – Committee Meeting  

The Committee met and discussed items on the agenda – Finance report, Stirling Square, 
Falls Farm, archives, end of year function, door prizes and upcoming fairs.  

 



IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SAD NEWS  
 
It is with great sadness that we share the passing of Pauline Tonkin’s husband - Kevin on 
July 6. Our thoughts are with Pauline during this difficult time.  
 
Please keep her in your hearts - she will need our support and care. Further details will be 
shared as they become available. 

 
2025 HRiA CONFERENCE - TOOWOOMBA, QUEENSLAND 

Bookings are still open if you wish to attend the HRiA Conference in Toowoomba, 
Queensland in October. Please check the HRiA website. 

 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 

There have been discussions by the Committee on what and where to have our Christmas 
Function this year. A couple of places were suggested but did not seem suitable for one 
reason or another. We were trying to find somewhere reasonable in price and pleasant. 
Then, Jan very kindly offered her home. The Committee will set-up, prepare the food etc. 
and there will be a charge of $20.00 per person to cover the cost of necessities.  
More details will follow in later newsletters. 

We do hope this will appeal to you and you will be happy to join in the festivities. 

 

NEUTROG ORDERS 

Please make sure your Neutrog order is submitted by next Monday, 14th July. 

Place your order directly through the Neutrog website by clicking this link: NEUTROG 
If you have trouble with the link please go to https://shop.neutrog.com.au/   

Important Notes: 

 You must be a HRiA Member and already have a login set up with Neutrog. 

 If you haven't set up a login yet, please contact Jan, who will assist you. 

All orders will be delivered to Jan’s home in September, and she will notify you when 
they are ready for collection. 
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Happy gardening 

The Committee 

                                                                                             
“The organization was formed to bring together people who love and collect old roses, the roses of 
antiquity and the survivors from Australian colonial gardens” 

 


