
 

  Heritage Roses in Australia 

Perth Region 

Newsletter No. 10 

November 2025 

 

 

We are so fortunate this year with the weather, a very mild spring with plenty of rain to 
keep the ground moist before summer hits us. The roses are definitely benefitting from 
it as everywhere the rose bushes are looking very green and lush, covered buds and 
flowers. 

The end of the year is fast approaching, with only 2 events to come before we break for 
the Christmas and New Year holidays. Our last two events are as below. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY 9th NOVEMBER – GARDEN VISIT  

‘PINJARRA HERITAGE ROSE GARDENS’ 
1 Henry Street, Pinjarra 

                                                                             
We will meet at 10am to view the rose gardens that are situated opposite the heritage 
home of ‘Evendale’ and sits on the banks overlooking the Murray River.   We will begin 
the tour of the gardens at the entrance archway leading in from the car park next to the 
old church.   We will view the gardens together and talk about the different roses and 
the way they have been pruned.  Lunch can be purchased from the different cafes in the 
town or you can bring your own picnic lunch.  A few of us are then travelling on the 
Bunbury to stay overnight and then travel to Mostly Roses to meet Seamus at 9.30am 
Monday morning. You are welcome to either join us in Bunbury Sunday night or meet us 
Monday morning at 9.30am at Mostly Roses. 

SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER  -  ‘A ROSY CHRISTMAS GATHERING’ 

at JAN EASTMAN’S HOME, 94 FOREST CRESCENT, THORNLIE 
arrival, welcome and canapes 12 Noon 

This event will be hosted by the Perth Heritage Rose Committee and the cost will be 
subsided by our group.  It will be a seated event and numbers therefore will be limited.  
If you would like to be part of this year end celebration please RSVP to 
perthregionhria@gmail.com as soon as possible and make your payment into the Perth 
HRiA account of BSB: 036035 A/c:472133 and place your surname and Christmas 
beside the payment.  Payments must be received no later than 21 November, no 
bookings will be taken after this date. 

The cost is $20 per member and $40 for Non members. 

     



                        
A REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 4th and 5th October – WA ROSE SOCIETY ROSE SHOW 

It was an appalling weekend weather wise which kept the numbers of people visiting the 
show down, however we still had many people come to take in the fragrance and beauty 
of our old roses.  Rose themed items were sold such as cards both in packs or hand 
painted, 2026 calendars, rose patterned arm protectors to save your arms from many 
scratches, rose petal jelly and rose mugs.  All proceeds towards our club to assist in 
promoting our roses.  A big thankyou to Karen Davey, Kate Walker, Chris Laidman, Lynne 
Chapman, Jan Eastman, Melisa Hillman, Barbara Jakuszewski and Lea Newing who very 
kindly helped on our stall at the Rose Show. 

Once again, a special thanks to Janet Rowe who spent a lot of time and organisation at 
the Fair over the weekend. 

      

 

                                       

                                                   

 



 

Sunday 12th October – KAREN GROVER’S BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 

Blue skies and blooming roses, what a perfect afternoon we spent in the garden of Karen 
and Paul Grover.  The Alister Clarke roses were putting on a wonderful show and many 
of her roses were large and well established either set amongst well-groomed lawns, set 
out garden beds or in the loveliest patio area complete with hanging basket to relax in 
with roses tumbling down.   Afternoon tea was enjoyed sitting on the large veranda 
overlooking the garden.  Thank you, Karen and Paul, for allowing us to enjoy your garden. 

      

 

 

 



16th to 21st October – HRiA BIANNUAL CONFERENCE, TOOWOOMBA, QLD 

Four days of viewing beautiful and varied gardens from the very small cottage gardens 
full of flowers to very large acreage gardens with huge trees and shrubs, immaculate 
hedges, lakes (too large to be called dams plus they were often full of water plants and 
overhanging trees), surrounded by various crops of barley, cotton, sweetcorn etc. At 
‘Harrow Homestead’ which was established in 1890s we were required to all walk through 
a disinfectant foot bath before entering the property due to quarantine – a truly 
magnificent property. Unfortunately we missed most of the roses in full flower as in the 
previous week or so Toowoomba had very hot weather and whilst we were there it was 
in the late 20’s to early 30’s. They were desperately in need of rain. 

We covered huge mileage – north, south, east and west of the city Toowoomba leaving 
before eight in the morning and not arriving back to our accommodations until around 
six in the evening. Toowoomba is in the crater of a prehistoric volcano crater where the 
soil is solid and hard like a rock with deep fissures when dry and mud when wet. 

Although the days were long, they were very interesting with lots of variation, the 
lunches, morning and afternoon teas absolutely delicious. Three evening dinners were 
given by the organizing committee, the Welcome Dinner, the Gala Dinner with the Awards 
Presentation, both held at the Burke and Wills Hotel and the Farewell Dinner on the 
Monday night at the local Bowling Club. It was meant to be at another venue but there 
was a ‘mishap’ with those arrangements and the Bowling Club at very, very short notice 
put on a wonderful display of food for us. 

At the Gala Dinner and Awards Presentation we had a couple of lovely surprises –  

Jan Eastman was awarded the ‘Deane Ross Memorial Award’ – for making an outstanding 
contribution to the promotion of old roses over a period of years.  

Lynne Chapman was awarded ‘Life Membership’ – for outstanding selfless commitment 
to the promotion and preservation of Heritage Roses, Species and Garden Roses. 

   

                                          

       Both justly deserved recipients!! 



Then to close the night, Lea Newing won 3rd prize in the raffle – a $50.00 voucher to 
spend at Bunnings (unfortunately she couldn’t take home the rose bush due to  
quarantine) 

The new HRiA Executive Committee for 2026-2027 is as follows: 

President – Julie Lack 
Vice President – Jan Eastman 
Secretary – Julie Lack 
Membership Secretary – Glennis Clark 
Treasurer – Marion Cranbrook 
Editor – Tiffany Bignold 
Committee – Pat Toolan 
 
We have to say a really big ‘Thank you’ to Julie Lack the Conference Coordinator who at 
times had some tricky situations to deal with but always came through with efficiency 
and a smile. It was a very relaxed Conference, full of laughs and comradeship. 

Sunday 26th October – ‘BUSY BEE’ at FALLS FARM 

Thank you to Pauline Milazzo, Kate Black, Janet Rowe, Coralie Searles, Dorothy Barrett-
Lennard, Chris Theeunissen, Jan Eastman, Contance Paul and her husband. What an 
amazing job you all did, I don’t think there was a weed left in sight and a lot of 
deadheading was also done. Your assistance was very much appreciated.  

          

      

 



                              

We look forward to seeing you next Sunday at Pinjarra Heritage Rose Gardens and/or 
our Rosy Christmas Gathering on Sunday 7th December. 

Kind regards 

The Committee 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Roses in Australia Inc 

HRiA was formed in 1979 and is a fellowship of those people whose aims are to advance the preservation, 
cultivation, distribution and study of old garden roses, roses no longer in general commercial cultivation, 
roses of historical importance, species roses and their hybrids. 

The organization was formed to bring together people who love and collect old roses, the roses of antiquity 
and the survivors from Australian colonial gardens. 

 


