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We are definitely having a true Perth winter this year, lots of rain and when not raining, very
cold crisp sunny days. We still need more of the rain to fill the dams, go into the countryside
(some places are still short on rain) and soak deeply into our soils in preparation for the hot
summer days ahead.

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY 17" AUGUST at 11.00am - ‘CHILLI THRIP PREDATORS - ECOBIOM PTY LTD by
BHAVESH KUNADIYA at FALLS FARM, Cagney Way Lesmurdie

Come and hear ways to control Chilli Thrip in our gardens. This dreadful pest is destroying
many gardens but there are ways to keep them under control.

Please arrive by 11.00am ready for meeting announcements and then Bhavesh Kunadiya’s
talk. Entry Fee $5 which includes a raffle ticket for a heritage rose.

After his talk, stay on for lunch, catch up with other members and guests. It would be
appreciated if you could bring a plate of food to share at lunch.

WEDNESDAY 20™ AUGUST at 9.00am at FALLLS FARM - No. 3 ‘BUSY BEE’ DAY

Come together and finish the pruning and any weeding that still needs to be done. Bring
your secateurs, good gardening gloves, a bin to drop your prunings etc in and anything else
you use in your garden on such occasions. Bring your own drinks and lunch.

SUNDAY 17™ SEPTEMBER at 11.00am at FALLLS FARM - ‘ROSE GARDENS OF ENGLAND’
—aTalk to be given by KATE WALKER on her recent trip.
This will be a beautiful informative meeting with lots of photos so plan to be in attendance.



SPRING FAIRS
SATURDAY 20th & SUNDAY 21st SEPTEMBER - GARDEN CLUBS & SOCIETIES FAIR

Only 6 weeks to go and the Fair will be here.

In the past we have had quite a lot of success in selling plants at these fairs and always run
out of our stock very early on. It would be great to have a few more contributions and there
is stilljust a little time to propagate a few plants. How about giving it a go—companion plants
for roses, there are so many to choose from and you will find when you take a walk around
your garden that you have many in your garden. Start propagating now!! It is the one chore
that can’t be left for the last minute as time is needed for the roots to grow.

SATURDAY 5th & SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER - WA ROSES SOCIETY FAIR

There will be more details of this Fair closer to the date.

Also needed for our Fairs are little silica bags you find in vitamin and other medical bottles.
We putthese in our bags of plant seeds that we sell at Fairs to keep the seeds dry and fresh.
There will be a box on the table at the entrance at our meetings where you can deposit your
little silica bags.

Reminders: please start propagating companion plants now for sales at fairs.

A REVIEW OF JULY
Sunday 20" July - ‘A PANEL OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON OLD ROSES’

Despite the cold and wet winter weather, spirits were high as the Perth Heritage Roses group
gathered for a lively and informative panel session with Jacqui Davies, Lynne Chapman, and
Jan Eastman. The interactive Q&A format encouraged plenty of audience engagement, with
questions ranging from pruning techniques to managing Chili thrip. The panel emphasised
the value of natural predator bugs and noted the resilience of heritage varieties—particularly
the beloved Tea roses.

A highlight of the day was the sale of 15 heritage rose plants, rose-themed cards, and a
helpful rose reference book. The roses sold quickly at $20 each, raising valuable funds to
support the Perth Region group.

The event drew 30 attendees, including 7 non-members, creating a warm and friendly
atmosphere. It was a great opportunity to connect, learn, share a passion for heritage roses
in good company and brighten the day.



A very interesting and engaging meeting.

Wednesday 30" July - ‘PRUNING AND SOUP DAY’

10 very energetic members attended our Pruning Day where a huge amount of pruning was
achieved.

Everyone was very happy to take a breather for lunch when heart-warming soups, breads
and cakes were served after a morning of hard work.

Thank you to all who achieved so much pruning. But ...
On the following Thursday Jan and Janet spent another day pruning. And ....

However, there is still some pruning to be done which will need to be accomplished in the
very near future. Please watch for a further notice on this as it’s now becoming quite urgent
to finish off the pruning and volunteers will be required. Everyone is welcome!!

See - Pruning Day is Fun!!
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
2025 HRiA CONFERENCE - TOOWOOMBA, QUEENSLAND

Bookings are still open if you wish to attend the HRiA Conference in Toowoomba,
Queensland in October. Please check the HRiA website.

LIBRARY

Our library is quite comprehensive and has many different types of books in relation to
heritage roses e.g ‘Gardening with Old Roses’ by John Scarman, showing beautiful photos
of before and after pruning and lot of information on the subject. A full list of books in the
library are on the www.heritagerosesperth.org site (top right-hand corner) and also inside
the library cupboard door.

The library is open before and after each meeting for you to choose a book and Linley is on
hand to help if you have any queries. Do take advantage of using the library as it is there for
you, the member.

Happy gardening,
The Committee

The following (on the next page) is an article we received from Rose Marsh that may interest
you in relation to preparing cuttings, layering and mulching, etc.
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WARMER CLIMATES

Virginia Holder

At this end of the season we go
over what was done right and
what will be done better next season.
The dry is hard to bear as we try to keep
moisture levels up in our rose beds.
Extra mulch/compost after watering will
help keep the soil cool. Try not to leave
dead blooms on the repeating roses so
as to conserve their vigour - it looks bad
anyway.

Cut back once-flowering roses early
so they have time to make new wood
for next season, but if you want to keep
some heps to enjoy, maybe cut half
this year and the other half next year,
trimming the heps off the bushes when
they shrivel at the end of winter. The
birds will thank you for it.

Where possums and rabbits are a
problem, try chopped up totara or gorse
spread around the roses. It acts as a good
detefrent and can be raked off when
necessary for weeding and replaced
afterwards.

To Prepare Cuttings For Others

"« 'The best shoots for this purpose are
those that have flowered, about the
thickness of 2 pencil or more, with 4 to 5
growth points.

. Cut cleanly below the bottom growth
point, leaving 2 or 3 leaves at the top.

~» Pack 3 of each variety together with a
visible name label.

_* Wet an old piece of towelling and wrap
it around the lower half of the cuttings to
keep them moist (paper towels will do).
then cover the lot with plastic.
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Since the lawn clippings are full of
seeds at this time of the year, it’s best not
to use them as mulch. Place them in a
tub of water and leave them for a week
or so te mature and they will be a great
liquid feed. Be careful where it's kept as
it can smell bad. To use, water it down to
the colour of weak tea, using rainwater
or pond water rather than treated town
water if possible.

It's cuttings time again, so prepare
your cuttings bed or pots ready to take
any cuttings brought home - its more
likely to happen sooner that way.

Layering
+ Another method to use for propagation
- especially for difficult’ varieties - is
layering.

» For this method bend a shoot down
to the ground and make a slice partway
through the stem where it will meet the
soil.

e Cover it with soil, water it, then put a

weight on it, such as a stone or brick, to
keep it in position and to keep it moist.

* It may help if the wound is kept slightly
open with a sliver of wood.

Top: Layering
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Image Source: hitps:/fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layering



